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THANKS FROM 


SPECIAL OLYMPICS 


Dear Raleigh Amateur Radio Society: 


ADDITIONAL 
HAMFEST 
THANK-YOUS! 


Thank you very much for your support of the 
1995 North Carolina Special Olympics Summer 
Games, held in Raleigh, June 2-4. The Games turned 
out to be a great success for over 1,600 Special 
Olympics athletes from 81 counties across the state. 
RARS members, organized by Doug Sweet and Errol 
Casey, did an outstanding job providing communica- 
tion throughout six competition venues, nine hotels 
and to our games headquarters. 


RARS members who participated through- 
out the weekend included: Pat Fix, Randy Bittle, Ed 
Nisley, Dick Orander, Bob Rinn, Denny Colvin, 
Wayne Blackwell, Russell Herman, Dave Fix, Henry 
Weinstein, Lew Thompson, Gregg Rinko, Phil 
Weinstein, Sherry Reams, Jim Fore, Jeff Wittich, 
Rick Merkle, Lauren Taylor, Tina Weinstein, War- 
ren Lewis, Bruce Buck, and Betty Orander. 


Many thanks to these individuals who 
worked very hard to keep our event moving smoothly. 
Next year’s event is coming back to Raleigh, May 31- 
June 1, 1996. Again, most of our competition will take 
place at N.C. State University, including track and 
field, gymnastics, powerlifting and volleyball, while 
aquatics will be held at the Pullen Pool Complex and 
softball out at Walnut Creek. Thanks again to RARS 


While compiling the list of folks that helped 
out with the Hamfest, a few were accidentally left 
off. Many thanks to those below that helped with 
the Hamfest and my apologies for not getting you 
on the first list! If anyone knows of anyone else I left 
off these two lists, please let me know. 

KB4EXL Sherry 
N4BYO Jim 
KA3PSK __ Rick 


KE4DRG_ Henry 
Cyndi - KD4ACW 
Chairman RARSfest ‘95 


JULY RARS MEETING 


Yes, there WILL be a RARS meeting on July 
4th. There will be a business meeting and perhaps 
some videos from Field Day. So stop by and have 
a donut. 


for its support of the North Carolina Special 
Olympics, and I certainly hope we will have the 
opportunity to work with your organization again. 
Sincerely yours, 

[signature] 

Patton McDowell 

Program Director 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North 
Carolina. Currentmembership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July 1 to 
June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of 
the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the 
facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday ofevery month, 7:30 PM, 
at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the comer of Clark Avenue and Dixie 
Trail, just offofHillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449.95 /445.95 MHz anda packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 
repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 
area. The auto-patch on W4DW is nowno longer closed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 

1995 Officers: 
President: Rick Merkle, KA3PSK 
6412 Sassafras Lane 
Raleigh, NC 27614 
870-8268 
Vice President Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive 
Raleigh, NC27615 
848-4538 
Secretary: Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way 
Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 


Treasurer: 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 


Young Ladies' Radio League 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands ofthe editor by the end ofthe Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham bands 
using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
HalfPage $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 NA 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent via ham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: | Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC27615 
847-4641 

1995 Editor: Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
T72-0207 
KD4YU@cphillips pdial interpath. 
CompuServe: 73167,2050 
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THE MORSE 
TELEGRAPH CLUB 


The Morse Telegraph Club, Inc. was estab- 
lished in Los Angles, California in April, 1942 as a 
means of preserving the knowledge, history, and tech- 
niques of telegraphy and to encourage fellowship among 
telegraph operators. 

At first restricted to landline Morse operators, 
membership was soon opened up to professional 
radiotelegraphers. In either case, one year’s experi- 
ence was a requisite to joining. This requirement was 
subsequently dropped and some years later, amateur 
radio operators, as latter-day descendants of Morse 
operators, were invited to join. 

In 1963 DOTS and DASHES (once the name 
of a Western Union house organ) came into being as the 
official MTC publication. O. Hugh Brasese became 
president after he retired from the presidency of the 
American Train Dispatchers Association, and was 
editor of D&D. Upon his death in 1972, MTC foun- 
dered, and it looked as if it might disappear. The club 
was revived shortly thereafter however, this time be- 
ing chartered in Illinois in 1973. 

Two former Chicago Chapter “CH” mem- 
bers, Burlington Route operator Cecil Combs and 
Western Union veteran A.J. Long, became president 
and secretary-treasurer, respectively. Although some 
of the former membership was lost, a substantial group 
remained and from 1973 until present we have re- 
mained an active organization. 

Until 1989 Western Union annually set up a 
Morse circuit on the last Saturday of April to connect 
our chapters together. Since that time we have relied 
on John “Ace” Holman’s brainchild, “Dial-Up Morse,” 
for communication between chapters and the results 
have been a very pleasant surprise. 

Today MTC has 5 Canadian and 42 U.S. 
chapters with a total membership (including non-mem- 
ber subscribers to D&D) right at 2500. We’ve almost 
imperceptibly changed from an informal group of 
working telegraphers into a living history group. Thanks 
to a computer system, a great deal of nuts-and-bolts 
type information about the telegraph and telegraphy is 
being preserved, and we frequently are called upon to 


answer questions about the age of Morse telegra- 
phy. Movie makers and such places as Disneyland 
have asked for technical advice and used us to find 
equipmer.: and operators. 

Despite the fact that manual telegraphy 
was largely abandoned at least 25 years ago, we can 
still grow. The reason for this is that pride in our craft 
(and affection for the fellowship many of us once 
enjoyed as Order of Railroad Telegraphers mem- 
bers) is not dead. 

Wholly apart from MTC, informal convo- 
cations of operators in such widely separated places 
as Bangor, Maine, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Minot, North Dakota and Pittsburg, Texas have 
occurred in the past few years. All around the 
country, depot museums are being equipped for 
Morse operation by former ops who don’t know 
(yet) of our existence. Let’s bring these groups and 
individuals into the fold! 

Now well past Milepost 50 (fifty years old 
for you non-railroaders) we may be over the hill, but 
we’re still a long way from the final terminal! 


adapted from Dots and Dashes 

January 1992 

provided via Gifford KC4SAM 
©COHCCOCHCOCHOHHOOHEOOHEESEHHOEEEOEEE®S 


EDUCATION SIG 
UPDATE 


Here’s the lastest update on the Education SIG. 

The Education SIG is still evolving. Right now, 
it’s a clearinghouse, putting together people re- 
questing ham information with people who want to 
give demos. 

So far, we’ve had presentations for the Scouts 
and an elementary class. We gave some help to the 
radio display at the museum of history. Also, some 
books have been donated (Now You’re Talking) 
that we plan to donate to libraries. 

AND... there’s the RARS training class. 

It’s time to start passing the word along that the 
next class will start the Ist week of October. Any- 
one interested in this or other facets of the Education 
SIG should call me at 787-1111. 


73, Lynn KO4QH 
CCCOCCOCOCCOCOHREOECHEOSEEEEEEEE®e 
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DISASTER/SPECIAL 
EVENT SCENARIO 
DEVELOPMENT 


The Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG is 
compiling a list of the agencies and their associated 
frequencies for a “laundry list” of emergency  situa- 
tions and special events we might experience at some 
point in the future. 

At present, we are developing lists for the 
following scenarios: 

Hurricane 

Tornado 

Train Wreck/Derailment 

Hazardous Waste Spill 

Airplane Crash 

Snow/Ice Storm (Road Hazards) 

Utility/Telephone System Failure 

Nuclear Incident (Shearon Harris) 

Medical/Biological Incident 

Bombing/Terrorist Attack 

Riot/Civil Disorder 

Presidential Visit 

General Emergency Information 


The types of agencies responding to these 
types of events cannot always be determined intu- 
itively, hence our developing the lists. For instance, 
when the aircraft crashed at RDU airport last Decem- 
ber, the area fire departments were involved much 
more comprehensively that the size of the fire asso- 
ciated with the event might have suggested. Since’ 
then we have learned that fire departments are a 
“front line” responding agency for virtually any type 
of emergency. 

There will probably be a good bit of overlap 
in the agencies involved in these various types of 
events. However, since the lists will be developed 
and maintained on computer, duplication will cause 
minimal extra work. 

Of course, we probably will never see many 
of these scenarios occur. I certainly hope not. How- 
ever, if and when one of these events occu., it will be 
a little late to develop a frequency list. 

If you would like to participate in the devel- 
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10 METERS 
VIA 2 METERS 


The 147.39+ repeater in Clayton is now 
linked to the 29.620- 10 meter repeater in Wendell 


‘ nearly full-time. The system went on experimentally 


5/28, and was completely operational 6/2. Several 
hams in the area have reported multiple stateside 
contacts, and a few out of the US into Central/South 
America and Canada. Sometimes, propagation isn’t 
solid enough for DX stations to hold the squelch up on 
the 10 meter repeater... you'll have to really work at 
a contact. The months of June and July are good for 
lots of sporadic E propagation on 10, and solid DX 
contacts should abound. 

To the casual user, the operation is transpar- 
ent... there are no multiple courtesy tones or other 
“earmarks” to give away the status of the system. 
Transmissions come through the repeater from 10 
meters as. if they were on 2. 

There will soon be a single “beep” courtesy 
tone to identify when signals come in from 10. The 
Wilson 147.30 repeater simulcast will also have a 
unique courtesy tone to identify signals that come into 
147.39 from that part of the world. 

This is an open system available to anyone 
who wishes to use it. As additional repeaters are 
linked, they will be echoed throughout the system to 
provide a gateway to users on different bands. 

As a reminder, 147.39 has a dual squelch 
system and requires a PL (or CTCSS) of 88.5 to 
activate the weak signal squelch. If your rig gener- 
ates CTCSS tones, use this feature to provide the best 
signal into the repeater. 


Dave Hockaday WB4IUY 
COCHCHOHCHCOCHCOOOCOHOCHEOHHEOEEEEE® 


opment of these lists, we’d be glad to have your input 
and help. Just contact me at 772-0207, via the RARS 
BBS or via Internet (see page 2 for the address). 
The Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG 
meets on the third Monday night of each month at Mr. 
B’s restaurant on Western Boulevard (6:30 PM for 
the meal, 7:30 PM for the meeting). The Scanner/ 
SWL net meets every Monday night (except meeting 
night) at 9:30PM on the 146.64 MHz RARS repeater. 
Curt KD4YU 


IS THIS YOUR 
LAST ISSUE? 


If your mailing label says “LAST ISSUE”, 
then you haven’t renewed your RARS membership 
yet. | 


For many of us, procrastination is the reason 
we wait until the last minute... or even sometimes, 
past the last minute. So if that’s it, break out that 
checkbook now and sent us a check! 

For a few others, however, perhaps there 
are other reasons they haven’t renewed yet. Perhaps 
they haven’t considered all the things RARS offers. 

First let me say that I’m both a member of 
RARS and of another local club (JARS... the Johnston 
Amateur Radio Society), so I’m not going to denigrate 
any other club. There are, of course, other clubs in 
Cary, Durham, Orange County, Smithfield and all of 
them have many attributes to commend them. 

But if you look at it, RARS offers many 
unique features and all for only $18 per year. 


Free refreshments at each meeting-- 
how many other clubs offer that? No other club or 
organization I attend, including computer, profes- 
sional and other organizations offer free coffee, soft 
drinks and donuts at their meetings. And this is not a 
trivial expense. For the past fiscal year, it amounted 
to about $100 per meeting. 

SIGS-- interested in UHF/VHF, 
homebrewing, scanners and shortwave listening, 
-DXing, ATV (amateur television) or any of several 
other ham specialties? If so, you can meet with other 
enthusiasts and swap experiences, tips and expand 
your knowledge through the RARS Special Interest 
Groups. The SIGS are also an excellent way to get 
to know other club members better, because typical 
SIG meetings are small (10-25 people or so). 

Repeaters-- on virtually every major ham 
VHF/UHF band, RARS offers at least one repeater, 
all paid for and supported from dues. Several other 
area clubs have “home” repeaters that are actually 
funded from other sources. 

Classes-- Lynn KO4QH and her excellent 
crew regularly help newcomers get into amateur 


radio by conducting classes. 

Specialty modes-- RARS supports local 
ATV work, multiple packet access nodes, and other 
specialty amateur radio operating modes in the Tri- 
angle area. 

The EXCITER-- naturally, as Editor I hope 
you think The EXCITER is a valuable publication. 
With the excellent input we get from area hams and 
input from national sources, I try to get information to 
you in a bit more timely fashion than can the long-lead 
time national magazines. There have been several 
times that The EXCITER has run a story prior to it 
breaking in the national mags. I’m also proud of the 
fact that we were rated very high in a national contest 
this year, but ultimately you are the most important 
judge of the effectiveness of The EXCITER. 

Quite literally, I have been writing this “off 
the top of my head”, so I’ve probably missed some of 
RARS activities. But just looking at what I could come 
up with quickly, it’s obvious that RARS covers a 
tremendous amount of the amateur radio experience. 

So why not renew now? If there is something 
you'd like to see us add to the RARS lineup, make a 
proposal (and prepare to get involved!) and bring it to 
the board. RARS board meetings are always open to 
all members. That’s what I did with the Scanner/ 
SWL SIG. 

Of course, in any club compromises have to 
be made and every decision can’t please every mem- 
ber, but a honest effort has been made to provide 
“something for everyone” (or at least as close as 
humanly possible). If there’s something else we need 
to do, let us know. 

You can renew by check or cash at the club 
meeting or mail checks only to the treasurer: Mike 
Murphy WA4BPJ, 7329 Barberry Ct., Raleigh, NC 
27615. If you are licensed, and between the ages of 
16 and 60, your dues are $18 per year. If you are older 
than 60 or younger than 16, your dues are only $12 per 
year. If you are not licensed, your dues are $9 per 
year. Any member of your family, licensed or not, can 
join RARS for an additional $5 per member per year. 
Family members do not receive the Exciter. 

We need your support and help to keep RARS 
at the forefront of amateur radio. Your renewal is 


appreciated. 
Curt KD4YU 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


RARS Board Meeting 


May 1995 


The first of two days of meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society Board of Directors convened 
at the Forest Hills Baptist Church on Tuesday 16 May, 
1995. The meeting was called to order by KA3PSK at 
7:27p. Members present at that time were: KD4ACW, 
KN4AQ, WA4BPJ, KM4BU, K4HF, KB4MDZ, 
WA4PEN, KA3PSK, AD4UL, KD4YU, and AC4ZO. 

On motion by WA4BPJ, seconded by 
KD4YU, the minutes of the April meeting were 
approved. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report and 
said that RARS membership is 388. 

K4HF announced that RARS has received a 
donation from the estate of G. C. Haines W4HSO. The 
donation was directed to the Communications Sup- 
port Corporation and is intended to enhance the growth 
of ham radio in the Raleigh area by providing training 
and other things. 

WA4BP] presented a draft of the 1995-1996 
budget. 
numerous line items being changed. 

NOOT presented the plan for the Packet Clus- 
ter and submitted the request for budget. 

AC4ZO submitted a request for budget for 
RARS to sponsor two plaques in the ARRL Sweep- 
stakes contest. 

A motion was made at this point by KD4ACW, 
seconded by KB4MDZ to continue the meeting on 
Wednesday 31 May, at the home of KD4ACW. None 
opposed. 
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There was much discussion resulting in- 


On motion by KB4MDZ, seconded by 
K4HF, this first day of meeting adjourned at 10:04p. 

The second day of meeting convened at the 
home of KD4ACW on Wednesday 31 May and was 
called to order by KA3PSK at 7:48p. Members 
present were: KD4ACW, WA4BPJ, KA3PSK, 
AD4UL, KC4UQN, KD4YU, and AC4ZO. 

Business began with a brief overview of the 
last meetings proceedings. 

WA4BPJ presented a revised draft of the 
1995-1996 budget. There again was much discus- 
sion resulting in numerous line items being changed 
to balance the budget. 

Having accomplished balancing the budget, 
a motion was made by KD4ACW, seconded by 
KC4UQN that the board approve this budget for 
presentation to the membership at the June general 
meeting. None opposed. 

Upon motion by AC4ZO, the meeting ad- 


journed at 9:26p. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 


RARS REGULAR 
MEETING 
June 1995 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Ama- 
teur Radio Society was held on June 6, 1994 at the 
Forest Hills Baptist Church on Clark Avenue. The 
meeting was called to order at 7:33p by Rick KA3PSK 
and was attended by 114 persons. 

Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s re- 
port, and said that RARS membership is 395. Mike 
then announced the need for someone to transcribe 
the RARS traders net and put the information on the 


‘BBS and Internet. 


Bruce KC4UQN reported that the RARS 
picnic has been scheduled in October and volunteers 
are needed to organize it. 

Doug AD4UL reported on the Special Olym- 
pics which took place this past weekend. He said the 
hams were a valuable resource for their organiza- 
tion, then recognized the individuals who helped. 


Property Associates 
Independently Owned and Operated 
Joe Adles 


Broker Associate 


5401 Six Forks Rd, Suite 100 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27609 


N4IQA 
Robert P. Buehimann 
Historian and Collector 
of 


Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


JOHN P. SWAIN, JR., D.D.S. 


225 Bryan Building 
Cameron Village 
Raleigh, NC 27605 


(919) 833-3826 


Office: (919) 781-5552 
Toll Free: (800) 326-3418 
Home: (919) 790-522 
Toll Free: (800) 563-7355 
Fax: (919) 571-9887 


1314 Chaney Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


(919) 851-5169 


This space can be yours 


(or another one like it) 
in a future issue of The EXCITER. 
See page 2 for information 
on advertising in this 
unique and wonderful 
medium. 


Also, Doug thanked those who worked the Colitis 
Foundation event at Glaxo that same weekend. 

Gary KN4AQ announced that the W4ATC 
repeater now has an open autopatch. He discussed 
the proper use of this autopatch and showed pic- 
tures of the installation of the repeater at the D. H. 
Hill library. 

Barry KD4WTI announced that he needs 
help with the food preparation at Field Day. Several 
people will be needed to help prepare meals, and 
clean up. Also, gas grills will be needed, and anyone 
with one to load was asked to contact Barry. 

Bob K4MC announced that he has the 
equipment for sale from the estate of C. T. West, 
long-time RARS member. Persons wishing details 
were asked to contact Bob directly. 

Wilbur WD4RDT announced a new phone 
number for the RARS BBS. The number is 779-7277 
(779-RARS). The main MMS number is also still in 
service. 

Gary KN4AQ, the RARS Public Informa- 
tion Officer, said that the North Carolina state leg- 


islature is looking into the situation surrounding special 
license plates, including ham plates. This is in response 
to complaints received from several law enforcement 
agencies that are having trouble identifying some plates 
as being North Carolina. 

Paul NOOT announced a meeting planned for 
June 21 of the Packet Cluster technical group. 

Rick KA3PSK announced that the VHF/UHF 
SIG picnic is scheduled for Sunday, June 11. Inter- 
ested parties were asked to contact KJ4SO or KE4FCI. 

Rick KA3PSK then presented the 1995-1996 
budget to the membership for approval in accordance 
with the bylaws of the society. On motion by KA2FWC, 
second by NOOT, the proposed budget was adopted by 
the membership. 

Rick then introduced the program for the 
evening: Contesting for the Non-Contester. The pro- 
gram was enjoyed by all. 

Door prizes went to: WB4WIN, KD4ACW, 
KE4JRL, KS4LO, WA4GIR, and KE4DNM. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:25p. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretar ary 
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Amateur Radio - A National Resource 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. x | 
P.O. Box 17124 RE 
Raleigh, NC 27619 bie ROSA CH We 


Address correction requested. 
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Calendar of Events: July 1995 °¢ 


July 4: Regular RARS meeting; 7:30PM, 
Forest Hills Baptist Church 
July 8: Salisbury Hamfest, Alan AB40Z, 
787-1111 
July 12; RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, 
info, Woody, KJ4SO, 848-1844 
July 13: Triangle Amateur TV Assoc., info, Brian, 
KD4BF/J, 554-1279 | 
July 13: Information Highway Users Group, info, 
Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
July 15: Cary SWAPFEST 
July 17: Scanner/Shortwave Listening 
SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
June 18: RARS Advisory . Board meet 
ing, 7PM, Forest Hills Baptist Church, : 
All RARS members welcome. , 4 
July 25: RARS Crystals Dinner meet 
ing, info, Liz, KO4CK, 387-9152 © 


Trading 
Post 


WD4HSI estate gear for sale- 

Drake 2C & Heath DX60 with VFO- $125.00 
30 foot 3 inch Aluminum pipe- $20.00 
Headphones with mike boom & mike- $15.00 


Contact me at home after July 4: 
Bob K4MC 828-6005 
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